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HIA GreenSmart recognises a variety of Display Villages, 
Homes and Estates across Australia which adopt the 
GreenSmart principles and showcase how home buyers 
can incorporate environmentally responsible principles 
into their new home or renovation project. 

Visitors can see a range of GreenSmart homes and land 
development projects that are energy, water and resource 
efficient, and healthy to live in.

Come and talk with the designers, builders and 
developers involved in HIA GreenSmart and see how 
easy it can be to make your home perform better, while 
still remaining comfortable.

To visit a GreenSmart accredited projects in your area, 
check out greensmart.com.au
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A HIA GreenSmart Professional will understand what
you�re trying to achieve, can deliver your vision and
offer good ideas. GreenSmart Professionals can do
this because they are specially trained in:

° passive solar design and natural ventilation
° designing for energy efficiency
° water management options
° soil and sediment control
° waste management and recycling,

and much more.

When you select a HIA GreenSmart Professional for
your next building or renovation project you will have
peace of mind knowing that your house provides:

° improved comfort and health for you and your family 
° lower running costs
° cutting-edge practices, adding value for future resale.

Above all, you will own a home that is a cut above
the rest. Find a GreenSmart Professional in your area
at tradebuild.com.au
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Then choose a GreenSmart Professional
to get the job right, first time.

available at the HIA Home Ideas
Centre  ph 02 6285 7300

° Smart Stuff

° Smart Books

° Rebates

° Green Kitchens

...and more

going greenliving

The trend for green
makes itself at home

WHAT THE AGENTS SAY...

John Wysham,

above, says

properties that are

low on energy

efficiency may

become outdated in

the future, while

Adrian McEvoy, left,

believes buyers

have definitely

warmed to energy-

efficient houses.

I
N OUR environmentally conscious age,
‘green homes’ are taking on increased
significance in the housing market,

agents say.
Energy-efficient initiatives such as water

tanks, double-glazed windows, fluorescent
bulbs, and improved insulation methods
have become a notable factor for prospective
buyers and sellers.

Werribee LJ Hooker’s Adrian McEvoy
believes buyers are starting to appreciate the
benefits of energy efficiency and how it may
affect the future market.

‘‘I think what you will see is a flow-on
effect from developers embracing green
home initiatives to buyers doing the same at
some point down the track,’’ Mr McEvoy
said.

‘‘Established houses with big blocks are
often viewed by prospective buyers as having
‘green’ potential, especially when
considering the recent strain of water
restrictions.

‘‘We see that if there is space for water
tanks, parents may consider them for the
future as they are always after a green lawn
for their kids to play on.’’

Keysborough McDonald Real Estate’s John
Wysham says properties low on energy
efficiency may become outdated in the
future and require extensive renovations to
get up-to-date energy features.

‘‘In the next few years people will look at
these non-green homes and probably view

them in the same light as gas-guzzling V8
cars are viewed now,’’ Mr Wysham said.

Since 2005, all new housing developments
in Victoria are expected to meet a five-star
energy-efficiency rating.

Mr McEvoy said energy-efficient house
might have a higher resale value in the
future. They saved money on heating and
cooling bills — a feature that would be a big
plus for any buyer, he added.

Paving the way for
Positive Change

V
ILLAWOOD Properties is leading the way in the
race to help save the environment through a
Positive Change program.

Introduced in June, the initiative aims to protect
forests and educate prospective homebuyers on the
benefits of energy efficiency. The three-tiered program
incorporates enviroSTAR, forestSTAR and kidsSTAR, a
scheme that provides donations to the Royal Children’s
Hospital.

Villawood joint executive director Rory Costelloe said
that Positive Change had been a year in the making and
attempted to touch on social, health, economic and
moral values of the community.

‘‘The idea is to provide land for forestry, raise money
for sick children and highlight the importance of
building more sustainable homes,’’ he said.

‘‘The enviroSTAR aspect has been developed in line
with Villawood’s ‘Wishlist’, a web-based initiative that
educates prospective homebuyers on the benefits of
energy efficient installations.

‘‘Visitors to the website can view the potential savings,
both environmental and financial, that may be made
when adopting energy concessions such as double
glazed windows and energy-efficient light bulbs.

‘‘Our forestSTAR program is focused on forest
sustainability in Victoria with Kamarooka National
Forest in Bendigo being the key beneficiary. Under a
deal brokered with the Victorian Government, for every
square metre of land purchased in a Villawood property,
an equivalent amount will be donated to the
preservation of Kamarooka.’’

Mr Costelloe said that under the kidsSTAR program,
Villawood would donate $100 to the Royal Children’s
Hospital for every allotment sold. A donation of $17,600
had been made to improve medical services and
facilities.

Details: www.villawoodpositivechange.com.au
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